
2 Corinthians 

Cracked Pots and Crazy Love 

Week Two 

 

 Well, we finished the first week of this journey together!  Hopefully, whether you 

are a seasoned Bible Scholar or this is all new to you, you agree that the “together” part 

is important.  We get more from our Bible Study by sharing it with friends.  We pray that 

you will stick with us as we continue practicing the skills we’re learning—and sharing 

what God shows us along the way.  If the first week was a challenge for you, keep after 

it!  Anyone with a little more experience will tell you it gets easier with practice. 

 Last week, we focused on seeing the details of a passage by reading it, marking 

it up, and listing one or two things we noticed about each verse.  This week, we’ll be 

adding a step that we call “Lump and Label.”  When we “Lump and Label” a passage 

we pull back from the details a little bit to see how they fit together.  We look for 

sections of our passage that communicate one idea.  Then we write a short title or 

“Label” for that idea.  Here’s an example:  In last week’s focus passage, 2 Corinthians 

1:3-2:11, we might see three “Lumps”—verses 1:3-11, 1:12-2:4, 2:5-11.  We could label 

the first lump, “God’s Comfort in our Trouble,” the second lump, “Paul’s Plans to visit 

Corinth,” and the third, “Satan’s Plans to cause Trouble.”   To avoid getting too lost in 

detail, aim for 2 to 4 lumps, even on a long passage. 

If you do your Bible Study all in one sitting, like many of us, you’ll probably want 

to have other times with God during the week.  We’ve provided some “Daily Time with 

God Journaling Sheets” in the back tab of this notebook to help you keep a record of 

those times if you wish. 

 Don’t forget to wrap up your Bible Study time by “putting skin on” what you’ve 

seen.  Identify at least one way to put in to practice what you saw in this week’s focus 

passage. 

 

  



 

  



Week Two Homework 

Observe (What Do I SEE?) 

Pray…Read…Mark up the passage…List one observation per verse. 

 

2 Corinthians 2:12-3:18 (NIV)       Observations 

  12 Now when I went to Troas to preach the gospel of 

Christ and found that the Lord had opened a door for 

me, 13 I still had no peace of mind, because I did not find 

my brother Titus there. So I said good-by to them and 

went on to Macedonia.  

 14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal 

procession in Christ and through us spreads everywhere 

the fragrance of the knowledge of him. 15 For we are to 

God the aroma of Christ among those who are being 

saved and those who are perishing. 16 To the one we are 

the smell of death; to the other, the fragrance of life. And 

who is equal to such a task? 17 Unlike so many, we do not 

peddle the word of God for profit. On the contrary, in 

Christ we speak before God with sincerity, like men sent 

from God.  



2 Corinthians 3 

 1 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do 

we need, like some people, letters of recommendation to 

you or from you? 2 You yourselves are our letter, written on 

our hearts, known and read by everybody. 3 You show 

that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, 

written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not 

on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.  

 4 Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before 

God. 5 Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim 

anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from 

God. 6 He has made us competent as ministers of a new 

covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter 

kills, but the Spirit gives life.  

 7 Now if the ministry that brought death, which was 

engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the 

Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses 

because of its glory, fading though it was, 8 will not the 

ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? 9 If the ministry 

that condemns men is glorious, how much more glorious is 

the ministry that brings righteousness! 10 For what was 



glorious has no glory now in comparison with the 

surpassing glory. 11 And if what was fading away came 

with glory, how much greater is the glory of that which 

lasts!  

 12 Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very 

bold. 13 We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over 

his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the 

radiance was fading away. 14 But their minds were made 

dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old 

covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only 

in Christ is it taken away. 15 Even to this day when Moses is 

read, a veil covers their hearts. 16 But whenever anyone 

turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is 

the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 

freedom. 18 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect 

the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness 

with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, 

who is the Spirit.  

 

  



“Lump and Label”…Go back over the passage and look for 2-4 “lumps” of 

content that each express one idea.  Give each “lump” a “label.”  Try to make 

your labels as brief as possible.    

 

Lump (verses) Label 

  

 

Apply (How Does it WORK?) 

Make it practical.  Now that you have spent some time looking in detail at 

God’s Word, don’t stop!  Ask yourself, “How does this work…in general…and for 

ME?”  You may find it helpful to look for… 

S—a SIN to avoid 

P—a PROMISE to claim 

E—an EXAMPLE to follow 

C—a COMMAND to obey 

K—KNOWLEDGE of God to believe 

 

 

 


