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 Are these Bible Study skills starting to take root?  We pray that they are also 

bearing fruit—that you are not only getting more comfortable and confident with this 

process, but that God is using it to show you something about Himself and His love for 

you.  The goal of this series is that we would all develop habits that deepen our 

relationship with God.  If we merely learn some skills or grow in knowledge, we’ve 

missed the mark.  We urge you to think of your Bible Study time as a Conversation, not 

an Assignment.  When we remind you to pray, it’s not an item on your Bible Study List to 

be checked off.  Prayer is our side of this conversation with God.  We approach God, 

and He speaks to us.  We respond to what He says.  He speaks some more.  Sometimes 

we don’t understand what he’s saying.  So we ask.  That’s a conversation. 

 This week, the step we’re adding to the Bible Study process is Asking Questions.  

Often, as we look at a passage, there will be things we don’t understand or things we 

wonder about.  Maybe we see an unfamiliar word, or a word that’s used in a way that 

doesn’t make sense to us.  Maybe there’s an unfamiliar place or person or event 

mentioned.  When you see something and think, “What does that mean?” make note 

of it.  You might like to put a question mark (?) right next to the confusing part in the 

passage, to remind yourself.  We’ve also provided a place for you to write out your 

questions right after “Lump and Label” this time.  In future weeks, we’ll talk about 

strategies for finding answers to our questions.  This week, we’re just making note of 

them…and asking our Father about them.  That’s the best place to start with questions, 

anyway. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Week Three Homework 

Observe (What Do I SEE?) 

Pray…Read…Mark up the passage…List one observation per verse. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:1-5:10 (NIV)       Observations 

1 Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this 

ministry, we do not lose heart. 2 Rather, we have 

renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use 

deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the 

contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we 

commend ourselves to every man’s conscience in the 

sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is 

veiled to those who are perishing. 4 The god of this age 

has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they 

cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 

who is the image of God. 5 For we do not preach 

ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as 

your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let 

light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our 

hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the 

glory of God in the face of Christ.  

 7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that 

this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8 

We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; 

perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not 

abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We 



always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so 

that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 

11 For we who are alive are always being given over to 

death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may be revealed 

in our mortal body. 12 So then, death is at work in us, 

but life is at work in you.  

 13 It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” 

With that same spirit of faith we also believe and 

therefore speak, 14 because we know that the one 

who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise 

us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence. 15 

All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is 

reaching more and more people may cause 

thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.  

 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly 

we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 

renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary 

troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 

outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is 

seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is 

temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.  

2 Corinthians 5 

 1 Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is 

destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal 

house in heaven, not built by human hands. 2 

Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our 

heavenly dwelling, 3 because when we are clothed, 



we will not be found naked. 4 For while we are in this 

tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not 

wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our 

heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be 

swallowed up by life. 5 Now it is God who has made us 

for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a 

deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.  

 6 Therefore we are always confident and know that as 

long as we are at home in the body we are away from 

the Lord. 7 We live by faith, not by sight. 8 We are 

confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the 

body and at home with the Lord. 9 So we make it our 

goal to please him, whether we are at home in the 

body or away from it. 10 For we must all appear before 

the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may 

receive what is due him for the things done while in 

the body, whether good or bad.  

 

  



“Lump and Label”…Go back over the passage and look for 2-4 “lumps” of 

content that each express one idea.  Give each “lump” a “label.”  Try to make 

your labels as brief as possible.    

 

 

Lump (verses) Label 

  

 

List any questions you have about this passage. 

 

   



Apply (How Does it WORK?) 

 

Make it practical.  Now that you have spent some time looking in detail at 

God’s Word, don’t stop!  Ask yourself, “How does this work…in general…and for 

ME?”  You may find it helpful to look for… 

S—a SIN to avoid 

P—a PROMISE to claim 

E—an EXAMPLE to follow 

C—a COMMAND to obey 

K—KNOWLEDGE of God to believe 

 
 


