Week Three Summary …
Who am I? Why am I here? What is my purpose?
If you don’t know what a complex piece of equipment is for, ask the designer—the
engineer. God is the designer of life, so if we want to know the purpose of life—of
humanity in general or woman-kind in particular—we would be wise to consult God.
We’ve already tipped our hand. You know that we will be consulting the Bible as
our authority. It is the text book, if you will, for this study. So what does the Bible
say about the purpose God had in mind when He created people? Why did he
create humanity at all? And having done so, why men AND women? Why gender
differences and sexuality? We could speculate for a long time (and have a good
laugh) about all the ways God could have designed things, but the fact is He did
create us, male and female, and He even told us why! The creation account in
Genesis (and elsewhere in the Bible) tells us that we are created “in God’s image,”
to give a physical representation of what He is like. We were created to bring Him
glory (to demonstrate is “weightiness” or value), to care for the rest of nature on His
behalf, and to raise up future generations of image-bearers. For the purposes of
this study, we call that the responsibility “to Love and to Lead Creation.”
When God created man, he said that it was not good for the man to be alone. In
other words, Humanity could not accomplish God’s purpose with only the
masculine representative. The man needed a “suitable helper”—the woman. In
the Bible, the term “helper” is not a disparaging one; it refers to one who supplies
exactly what is lacking. God himself is called our Helper in times of need. All that
to say, women have an exalted position in Creation. We supply crucial elements in
the Human make up. Men and women are not independent entities. We are
relationally interdependent, and together we are called to a lofty purpose which is
far greater than any of us could accomplish independently. Women are the
nurturers of life and the cultivators of relationships. (It is worth noting that the Fall
left us wounded particularly in those areas: “Pain in Childbearing” and “Conflict in
Marriage.” More on that later...) The bottom line is, women play a unique and vital
role in Humanity’s mission to Love and Lead creation. Now we have a choice:
embrace God’s Design or take a Detour of our own.

