
	

																																									 																						

Week 6 | The Gift of the King | The United Kingdom (1 Samuel – 1 Kings 10) 
 
For almost 400 years during the time of the Judges, Israel’s life in the Promised Land was characterized by a 
spiraling descent into rebellion and depravity.  The people repeatedly sinned against God and His covenant, and 
the result was suffering.  When the people repented and cried out to God, God sent a judge—a warrior-deliverer, 
to rescue them and restore them to peace.  As long as the judge lived, there was peace; however, after a few 
decades the cycle of sin would repeat.  These centuries of Israel’s history were dark days for the people of God, as 
each cycle of rebellion, suffering, and rescue found the people deeper and deeper in depravity and distress.  
 
In our study last week of the book of Judges, we repeatedly encountered the lament that there was no king in 
Israel, and that everyone did what was right in his own eyes.  In that lament there was a wistful remembrance that 
God had spoken in Genesis 49:10 of a King who would come some day—a King from the line of Judah, a King 
who would reign over all nations.  And so, in the description of the days of the judges, there is a reminder of what 
God has planned for His people.   
 
1. At the beginning of the book of 1 Samuel, we see the beginning of a new phase in God’s ongoing plan.  God 

raised up a new kind of judge for His people—Samuel.  He was a godly man who was a prophet and priest as 
well as a deliverer.  The prophet Samuel would declare God’s Word to Israel; he would deliver Israel from 
her enemies, and he would be Israel’s political leader, administering justice as God’s representative.   

a. Read 1 Samuel 7:3-15.  What 3 things did Samuel challenge the people of Israel to do? (vs. 3) 
 
 

b. What was  the response of the people? (vs. 4-6) 
 
 

c. How did Israel’s enemy take advantage of this time of national repentance?  What was the result? (vs. 
7-15) 
 

d. Has there been a time in your life when God responded to your prayers and brought unexpected relief 
from difficult or threatening circumstances?  If you feel comfortable, share this experience with your 
group, and reflect on what this has taught you about God and His goodness. 
  

 
2. Read 1 Samuel 8:4-18.  Although the nation was at peace during the time of Samuel’s leadership, the people 

were not satisfied with the governing structure God had provided.   
 

a. What did the people of Israel demand, and what was the attitude that prompted their demand?   
(1 Samuel 8:5-8) 
 

b. In 1 Samuel 8:10-18, Samuel warned the people of the consequences of having a king “such as all the 
other nations have.”   Summarize Samuel’s warning in your own words. 
 



	

																																									 																						

3. The first king chosen to rule over God’s people was Saul.  God enabled Saul to achieve military victory on 
Israel’s behalf; nevertheless, Saul repeatedly failed to obey God.  Because of Saul’s disobedience, God 
rejected Saul as king.   

a. Read 1 Samuel 15:10-23.  Do these words seems strong to you?  What does this tell you about the 
importance of humility and obedience before God?       
 

b. Have you ever found yourself making excuses for “small” sins, thinking that because you love and 
serve God, that somehow God “won’t mind” if you indulge in a little disobedience?  We know that 
Christ’s death on the cross paid the penalty for all of our sins—past, present, and future.  Why, then, 
should we seek to live in obedience to God’s Word? 
 
 

4. Read 1 Samuel 16:1 and 1 Samuel 16:7-13.  After God rejected Saul’s kingship, God sent Samuel to anoint 
the next king.  What do you learn about David from this passage? See also 1 Samuel 13:13-14. 

 
 
5. Read the story of the David and Goliath in 1 Samuel 17:20-50.  Why did David have confidence that he 

would kill Goliath?  See if you can find at least two reasons in verse 36. 
 
 

6. When David was anointed as king by Samuel, this anointing had been secret; the land was still under the rule 
of King Saul.  David was the chosen King, but he had not been revealed to the nation as king.   Over the next 
few years, young David accomplished heroic victories against the enemies of Israel, but David’s success 
aroused intense jealousy from King Saul.  (1 Samuel 18:5-9).  Saul plotted to kill David, and David had to 
flee for his life.  For many years, David lived as a fugitive, running and hiding from Saul and his army.  
Eventually Saul was killed in battle with the Philistines, and only then was David able to come forward to 
lead Israel.  David was acclaimed as king in the southern portion of Israel, and seven years later, David 
became king over all of Israel.  David had waited on the LORD for fifteen years since his first anointing.   

a. God’s plan and purpose for David were revealed when David was a very young man, but God did not 
bring about that plan for David’s kingship for fifteen years.  Why do you think God may have taken 
so long to raise up David as King?   
 
 

b. What does that teach you about God’s timing—both in David’s life, and in yours? 
 

c. Have you had the experience of waiting for God’s good purpose in your life?  What did you learn 
about God’s wisdom and God’s faithfulness? 
 
God will accomplish all His good purposes, but God is not in a hurry.  Are you?  We all are. 
 



	

																																									 																						

7. David was Israel’s greatest King—a man after God’s own heart.  Yet David was a fallen man, and he, too, 
committed grievous sins—adultery, murder, indulgence of his sinful sons, and a callous response to his 
daughter’s rape.  Although David was a great king, prophecies in the Old Testament reveal that there will be a 
greater David who will come as King over God’s people.  The prophet Isaiah describes a King greater than 
David.   

a. Read Isaiah 9:6-7.  What do you see as the characteristics of this king prophesied in Isaiah? 
 
 
 

b. Reflect and connect to the New Testament:   Read Luke 1:26-33.  As you read the angel Gabriel’s 
announcement about the birth of Jesus, what parallels do you see with the promise of God given in 
the prophecy in Isaiah 9:6-7? 
 

 
8. In an important new development in the revelation of God’s plan, God made an unconditional covenant with 

David.  This is called the Davidic Covenant.   
a. Read  2 Samuel 7:1-17.   

 
Helpful note:  There is a play on words in this passage.  The passage begins with David’s desire to 
build a house (a temple) for God’s dwelling place.  God’s response reveals that God will build a 
house (a royal dynasty) for David, and that David’s seed (his offspring) will build a house (a temple) 
for God.     
 
What is striking to you about 2 Samuel 7:16?   Do you see a parallel with Isaiah 9:7? 
 
 

b. Read David’s prayer response to God in 2 Samuel 7:18-29.  Take a moment to apply David’s words 
in 2 Samuel 7:18 to your own life situation and pray them back to God as your own response to God’s 
blessings in your life. 
 

9. David reigned for forty years, and he served God whole-heartedly.  There were great failures in his reign—
moral failures, internal rebellion, and vengeful actions—but his life and his writings portray a man who loved 
and served God with extraordinary trust and obedience.  After David’s death, his son Solomon became king 
in Israel.  During the time of Solomon, Israel enjoyed the summit of its earthly power and glory. 
 

a. At the beginning of Solomon’s reign, God appeared to Solomon in a dream, and God invited 
Solomon to ask God for whatever he would desire from the LORD.  Read 1 Kings 3:5-9.  What did 
Solomon ask for?  Why did Solomon want this?   
 
 
 



	

																																									 																						

b. Read 1 Kings 3:10-15.  What was God’s reaction and response to Solomon’s request? 
 

 
c. Sometimes our prayers are limited to our desires for our own success and our own comfort.  How 

does Solomon’s prayer differ from our typical prayers?   
 
 

d. For personal reflection:  Consider how Solomon’s example might serve to deepen your prayer 
experience. 
 

 
10. Solomon’s greatest accomplishment was the building of God’s magnificent temple in Jerusalem.  After the 

temple construction was completed, the glory cloud of God—the manifestation of God’s Presence—
descended and filled the temple.  The temple was a visual demonstration of spiritual reality—that the LORD is 
the center of life and worship in Israel.  Jerusalem is in the center of Israel, and the center of Jerusalem is the 
temple, and the central theme of the temple is the presence of the LORD among His people.1    
 
What was life in Israel like under Solomon?  Refer to the following passages to develop your answer: 
 

a. 1 Kings 4:20   
 
 

b. 1 Kings 4:21-25 
 
 

c. 1 Kings 4:29-34 
 
 

d. 1 Kings 8:56-61 
 

 
It seems as though God’s people are well situated to enjoy the blessings of righteous living in obedience to God, 
but even these extraordinary provisions are not going to be sufficient.  There’s more to the story, so come back 
next week. 
 

																																																								
1 Schreiner, Thomas R., The King in His Beauty, p. 170. 


