
	

																																									 																						

Week 9 | The Grief of Sin and Separation | Divided Kingdom (Kings and Chronicles) 
 
God has a plan and purpose to build His Kingdom—a place of peace, of fulfillment, and of joy.  God’s Kingdom 
will be an everlasting kingdom where there will be no death or mourning or crying or pain.  (Rev. 21:4)  God will 
create a new heavens and a new earth (Isaiah 65:17-18) and His righteous King will reign forever (Isaiah 9:6-8).  
This is our future; there’s a new world coming, but it’s not here yet. 
 
In our study of Israel’s United Kingdom (week 6), we saw that after the terrible days of the judges, God gave His 
people kings to represent them against oppressors and to lead them to obey God’s law.  The greatest of their kings 
was David, a man after God’s own heart—a man who led God’s people faithfully all of his life.  When David’s 
son Solomon began his reign over Israel, it seemed as though God’s people were on a sure path to experience the 
promised blessings of a faithful kingdom.  Their king was wise; their borders were secure; their land was fruitful; 
their economy was booming, and God’s Presence was with them in a glorious temple.   
 
But beginning in 1 Kings 11, the nation began to unravel.  Solomon turned away from God. 
 
1. Read 1 Kings 11:1-13.   

a. How did Solomon violate God’s command? (vs. 2)   
 

b. How did this indulgence begin to affect Solomon spiritually? (vs. 4)  
 

c. Have there been pursuits or distractions in your life that have interfered with your walk with God?  
How did you overcome these hindrances?   
 
 

d. In what way did Solomon’s sin become deeper and more grievous?  (vs. 5-8) 
 

e. What did God declare in light of Solomon’s disobedience? (vs. 11) 
 
 

f. How did God demonstrate His mercy and His faithfulness to His covenant with David?  (vs. 12-13) 
 
 

After Solomon’s death, his son Rehoboam began his reign.  From the very beginning, Rehoboam presented 
himself as a heartless tyrant to the people, and so the ten tribes of northern Israel rebelled against Rehoboam.  The 
country was ripped apart, just as God had declared to Solomon, and the northern tribes installed Jeroboam as their 
king.  Over the next 200 years, the northern kingdom of Israel sank deeper and deeper into idolatry and rebellion.   
 
During the reign of the wicked King Ahab of Israel, the northern tribes had embraced the worship of Baal, a 
pagan god of storms and of fertility.  The nation had turned away from God; their king had turned away from 
God; it was a dark time in Israel.  Nevertheless God’s ongoing program was still operational, and God was not 
finished with His people Israel.  God raised up prophets within the northern kingdom to challenge the worship of 
Baal.  Two primary prophets were Elijah and Elisha.     
 



	

																																									 																						

2. Read 1 Kings 17   
a. What pronouncement from God was given by Elijah to the wicked King Ahab? 

 
b. Find in this chapter at least four demonstrations of God’s power and provision. 

 
 

3. Read 1 Kings 18:20-46.  In the third year of the devastating famine, God sent Elijah to Ahab.  Elijah 
demanded that the people of Israel and the prophets of Baal meet with Elijah at Mount Carmel.   

a. How did Elijah define the contest between God and Baal that day?   (vs. 22-25) 
 
 

b. What did Baal do in response to the appeal of the prophets of Baal?  (vs. 26-29) 
 

c. What did God do in response to Elijah?  (vs. 30-38)  How did the people respond? 
 
 

d. What further blessing did God bring in response to Elijah’s prayer?  (vs. 41-46) 
 

e. Do you recall the time in your life when you came to realize that the LORD is God, that He is real, and 
that He has provided salvation in Christ?  What was your response?  How did it change your life? 
 
 
 

4. Elijah had enjoyed exhilarating success at Mount Carmel, but he was still a hunted man, and King Ahab’s 
wife Jezebel was determined to kill him.  Elijah had to flee and hide, and although he was a great prophet of 
God, he became depressed to the point of despair.   

a. Read 1 Kings 19:1-18.  How did God minister to Elijah physically (vs. 5-8)? 
 
 

b. How did God minister to Elijah spiritually (vs. 9-18)? 
 
 

c. Elijah had come to Mount Horeb (Sinai) to hear from God.  Previously, when God had spoken to His 
people at Mount Horeb after their rescue from Egypt, God had appeared on Sinai in a mighty wind, 
an earthquake, and a fire.  God previously spoke to His people from Sinai in a thundering, terrifying 
voice.   
 
This time, as God spoke to Elijah, God did send a wind, an earthquake, and a fire, but His voice came 
later, and His voice was gentle.  Why do you think God’s interaction with Elijah was different? 
 

 



	

																																									 																						

d. As you read this passage, consider:  How was Elijah’s discouragement based on a wrong conclusion? 
 
 

e. How has God brought encouragement and guidance in your life during times of discouragement?  
What did you learn about God during those times?   
 
 

5. Elijah worked many miracles during his ministry—miracles designed to demonstrate the power of God and to 
call God’s people Israel away from idolatry and to turn them back to the worship of the true God.  Eventually 
there came a time when Elijah would be taken to heaven, but Elijah’s ministry would continue through 
Elijah’s disciple Elisha.   
 
Read 2 Kings 2:7-15.   

a. How did Elijah pass from this earth?   
 
 

b. How did God demonstrate Elisha’s authority to continue Elijah’s ministry? 
 
 

6. Reflect and connect to the New Testament:  Centuries later, Jesus, the Son of God, would complete His 
earthly ministry.  His ministry was not only a ministry like Elijah’s of calling people to turn to God, but He 
also provided  Himself as a sacrifice, providing eternal salvation for all who would trust in Him.  Like Elijah, 
Jesus ascended into heaven.  At the time of Jesus’ ascension, there was  provision was made to continue 
Jesus’ work in building God’s kingdom.  Read Acts 1:6-9. 

a. In what way do we, as Christ’s followers, continue His work in calling people to turn to God? 
 

b. How has God empowered us to do this great work (Acts 1:8)? 
 

c. Have you realized that you have the privilege of carrying on this aspect of Christ’s work?  How might 
you engage in this work in your neighborhood?   In your family?  With your friends? 
 
 

God’s prophets continued to perform miraculous deeds to demonstrate God’s power and to call the people to 
return to God; nevertheless, the northern kingdom remained enmeshed in idolatrous worship.  In the 200 years 
after Solomon’s death, there were twenty kings in the northern kingdom—all of them wicked.  Finally, in 722 
B.C. God sent the Assyrians to conquer the northern kingdom of Israel and to remove them from the land.    The 
people of the northern kingdom were deported to Assyria; only the nation of Judah remained in the land. 
 
A bright light in this dark picture appeared in the land of Judah.  A good king, Hezekiah, came to the throne in the 
southern kingdom of Judah.   
 



	

																																									 																						

7. Assyria had conquered the northern kingdom, and during the reign of Hezekiah, the Assyrians marched 
against Jerusalem as well.  Hezekiah prayed that God would deliver Jerusalem from the powerful army of 
Assyria, and God sent the prophet Isaiah to assure Hezekiah that Jerusalem would not be taken.  
 

a. Read 2 Kings 19:32-36.  How did God accomplish His defeat of the Assyrian army?   
 

b. What is the significance of verse 34?  How does this relate to God’s covenant promises to David? 
 

c. What does God’s protection of Jerusalem teach you about His ability to protect His people?  Does this 
bring comfort to you?   

 
 

8. After the death of Hezekiah, his son Manasseh became king in Judah.  Manasseh was one of the worst kings 
in Biblical history, and under Manasseh, the southern kingdom of Judah engaged in rampant idolatrous 
worship.  God’s people blatantly rejected their covenant with God, and God determined that He would send 
Judah into exile.   
 
There was still one good king to come—Josiah—who would serve God faithfully in Judah.   Josiah set out to 
repair the defiled and neglected temple of God, and in the process, the priests discovered the Book of the 
Law—the Law of God that was given to Moses.  Not only had the kings stopped obeying the Law; they no 
longer even knew where to find it.  When Josiah heard the words of the Law of God, he grieved.  He sent for 
the prophet Huldah and asked her to inquire of God about His plans for Judah.   
 
Read 2 Chronicles 34:29-33.  What was the response of the people when their godly king read the Book of the 
Covenant to them?   
 
 

9. After Josiah’s death, later kings turned away from God and did what was evil in God’s sight.  Eventually God 
delivered His people into the hands of the Babylonians.  In 586 B.C. the army of Babylonia came to conquer 
Jerusalem, destroy the temple, tear down Jerusalem’s wall, and take God’s people into exile.   
 
Read 2 Chronicles 36:15-20.  What does vs. 15 tell you about God’s response to His people’s rebellion? 
 
 

During the early years of Solomon’s reign, it had seemed that the people of God were at the threshold of seeing a 
restoration of the paradise of Eden.  The people were in the promised land and they lived in safety.  The Presence 
of God was with them in the temple, and the worship of God was central to their lives.  The wisdom of God was 
being extended to the nations, bringing blessing beyond the borders of Israel.  Nevertheless, by the end of 2 Kings 
and 2 Chronicles, God’s people had been removed from the promised land and His Personal Presence had 
departed. 
 


