
	

																																									 																						

Week 12 | The Gift of the Righteous King | New Covenant, New Kingdom 
 
As we completed our survey of the Old Testament story last week, we saw that a remnant (a small portion) of 
God’s people had returned from exile in Babylon to live again in the land of Promise.  God’s people were back in 
the land, but their experience of God’s blessing was greatly diminished.  The temple was rebuilt, but this second 
temple was much smaller and far less impressive than the original temple that Solomon had built.  The city of 
God had been restored to the land and its walls had been rebuilt, but the people were still living under the 
dominion of a foreign nation.   
 
Another discouraging reality was the sad history of Israel’s chronic failure to remain faithful to God.  Over the 
course of their history, God’s people repeatedly became defiled by idolatry.  They sought security and fulfillment 
from things of the world and they failed to continue trusting in God.  It was true during the time of the Judges; it 
was true during the reign of Solomon; it was true during the centuries of the Divided Kingdom.   
 
At the end of the Old Testament, God’s people are back in the land, but God’s people still need a new heart.  
Their unfaithfulness to God is a heart problem; it’s a vision problem; it’s a hearing problem; and it’s killing them.  
They need a new heart.  They need ears to hear God’s Word.  They need eyes to see the goodness of God.  They 
need a will that conforms to the Word of God.  They need a new heart.  And so do we. 
 
After the people returned to the land, there followed 400 years of silence from God.  There was no new word from 
God; there were no more prophets. Even so, the prior prophets had spoken a word of hope—a word of a greater 
glory to come.   
 
1. Read Haggai 2:1-9 and Malachi 3:1.  The people of Jerusalem were dismayed at the apparent lesser beauty of 

the rebuilt temple, but Haggai spoke a surprising promise from God. 
 

a. According to Haggai 2:6-9, what did God promise to bring to this second temple in Jerusalem?     
 
 

b. According to Malachi 3:1, who will be coming to this temple? 
 
 

c. Reflect and connect to the New Testament:  Read Luke 2:25-32.  How was the coming of the infant 
Jesus to this temple a fulfillment of Malachi’s and Haggai’s prophecies? 
 
 

d. How did Simeon describe the infant Jesus in Luke 2:30-32? 
 
 

2. Read Isaiah 9:6-7.   
a. What are the characteristics of this child prophesied by Isaiah? 

 
 



	

																																									 																						

 
 

b. Reflect and connect to the New Testament:  Read Luke 1:26-38.  Isaiah’s prophecy of an eternal 
righteous King had not yet been fulfilled by the close of the Old Testament writings.  How does the 
angel’s description of Jesus correspond to Isaiah’s prophecy of a future King over God’s people? 
 
 

Two thousand years prior to the birth of Jesus, God embraced Abraham, and God promised that He would bring 
blessing to all nations through the Seed (Descendant) of Abraham.  Two thousand years prior to your birth, God 
sent His Son Jesus to accomplish your salvation.  Take a moment to reflect on this wonderful Gift.   
 
 
3. What did it cost God to rescue you from slavery to sin and embrace you as His child? 

 
a. According to Isaiah 53:4-6? 

 
b. According to Romans 5:6-8? 

 
c. According to 1 John 4:10?     

 
 

4. Read Ezekiel 36:26-27.  The prophet Ezekiel told of a day when God’s people of faith would receive a new 
heart—a new capacity to love God and to serve Him.   
 

a. Reflect and connect to the New Testament:  Read Acts 1:6-8 and Romans 8:9-11.  How does the 
crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension of Christ enable us to have a new heart?  
 
 

b. We enjoy an intimate connection with God through the Holy Spirit.  How does this truth challenge 
you as you consider your priorities as a follower of Christ here in central Texas? 
 
 

5.  We’ve seen in our study of the Old Testament that the Old Covenant Law given through Moses was not a 
pathway to salvation; rather, it was a framework for living as God’s holy people before the time of Christ.  It 
offered a blueprint for righteous living, but man was never able to achieve that righteousness because of his 
depraved heart.   
 
Read Romans 3:21-24 and John 3:16-17.  How is righteousness received now that Christ’s death has paid the 
penalty for sin? 
 
 



	

																																									 																						

 
 

6. In your own words, write a summary of this good news (gospel) for God’s people of faith. 
 
  
 
 

7. Read Isaiah 65:17-19, Revelation 21:1-4, and Revelation 22:1-5   
a. There’s a new world coming.  What will be new and different about this glorious future Kingdom? 

 

 
b. How does the promise of this future day affect your thinking about your life at present? 

 
 

8. Reflect back over your study this semester.  What has been especially new and helpful in what you’ve learned 
 

a.  About God? 
 
 

b. About yourself? 
 
 

c. About Jesus? 
 
 

d. About salvation? 
 

 


