
 
 

Week 13 – John chapter 13              Jesus Prepares His Disciples to Serve 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Read John 13:1-17                                    Jesus teaches servant-leadership 

a. As Jesus contemplates His imminent departure, what is His heart for His disciples?  
(John 13:1) 
 

b. What was the unseen shadow that darkened this last supper with His disciples?  
(John 13:2) 
 

c. What was Jesus’ confidence that evening? (John 13:3) 
 

 
d. For deeper thought:  Washing with water is a common, everyday aspect of physical 

cleansing.  Jesus refers to a different kind of cleansing in John 13:8-10.  How would 
you explain Jesus’ words?  What does Jesus mean by “clean” in this interaction with 
Peter?  [See also John 15:3 and Titus 3:5-6] 

In chapter 13-17, we have Jesus’ final instructions to His beloved disciples.  The Jewish 
authorities have determined to arrest and kill Jesus.  Jesus has concluded His public 
ministry and now His focus is on His disciples—to prepare them for the terrible event 
soon to come and for their life of ministry to the world.  It is these disciples who will bear 
the responsibility of continuing Jesus’ mission by proclaiming the gospel after Jesus has 
departed.   

Picture the scene:  It is the evening of Passover—the evening before Jesus is  to die.  
Jesus and His disciples are at supper, reclining on mats around a low table, each man 
leaning on his left arm, with his feet pointing outward.  The gathering is proceeding 
as expected, when suddenly Jesus unexpectedly stands up and begins to take off His 
outer garments.  He wraps a towel around His waist, pours water into a basin, and 
stoops to wash the feet of each of the disciples. 
 
The washing of the disciples’ feet was a dramatic and memorable symbolic act.  It 
illustrates principles of leadership, of service, and of humility. 



 
 
 

e. In first century, the washing of feet was a distasteful task performed only by the 
lowliest servant.  Jesus is the eternal King, Creator of the universe—and yet He 
washed the dirty feet of His disciples.  What principle of leadership was Jesus 
teaching by washing His disciples’ feet?  (John 13:13-17)   
 
 
 

f. For personal reflection:  How should Jesus’ example affect the way we live?  What 
practical applications do you find in Jesus’ example?  
   
 
 

g. For further reflection:  Jesus washed the feet of all of His twelve disciples—even the 
feet of Judas, who was already planning to betray Jesus.  What does this tell you 
about Jesus?  What does this teach you about how we should treat those who have 
ill will toward us in our home?  Workplace?  Relationships?  Church? 
 
 
 

h. For personal reflection:  Think about times when others have graciously and kindly 
set aside their own agendas in order to serve you.  Think of the gratitude you felt.  
Ask God to show you where you can embody Jesus’ example in self-giving service.  
After spending some time in prayer, write down any specific people who came to 
mind as an opportunity for you to serve with a heart of grace and humility. 
 
 
 

2. Read John 13:18-30                                 Jesus predicts Judas’ betrayal 

a. Betrayal.  When someone you have loved turns against you in a cruel way, it is a 
deep, deep wound that cuts to the heart.  What was Jesus’ emotional response to 
Judas’ imminent betrayal?  (John 13:21)  What do you learn about Jesus and Judas in 
John 6:64 and John 6:70-71? 
 



 
 
 

b.  After Jesus revealed at supper that one of His disciples would betray Him, what 
was the reaction of the disciples?  (John 13:22)  What does this suggest to you 
about Judas’ behavior and reputation among the twelve disciples? 
 
 

c. Jesus dipped his bread into the dish of crushed dates and raisins, and passed this 
bread to Judas.  Although this would ordinarily be an indication of honor and 
affection, Judas was unmoved; he was resolute in his decision.  How did Satan 
further overpower Judas at that moment?  (John 13:27) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

d. Judas’ betrayal is shocking; yet Satan’s worst plans would not thwart God’s plan to 
provide salvation for His people of faith.  What does the Bible reveal about the 
impact of Judas’ act of betrayal?  (See Acts 2:22-24 and John 13:18-19)     
 
 
 
 

e. For personal reflection:  God’s good purposes will be accomplished in spite of the 
evil deeds that men do.  Share with your group how this understanding of God’s 
sovereign authority gives you comfort as you face the challenges in your life.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Refer back to John 1:1-5.  Jesus is the light of the world.  Jesus brings the light of 
wisdom and righteousness and truth into the world.  Whereas (in John 3) Nicodemus 
came out of the night and into the light of Jesus’ presence, ultimately receiving Light 
in his heart; Judas went out of the presence of Light and into the darkness of evil.  In 
John 13:30, there is a finality in the statement: “And it was night.” 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Read John 13:31-38                                  Jesus predicts His departure 

a. Jesus is about to endure the agony of the cross.  How does Jesus describe the 
significance of this event?  (John 13:31-32) 
 
 

b. Optional question--for deeper thought:  Explain in your own words your 
understanding of how the suffering and death of Jesus reveals and proclaims the 
glory of God, and how God the Father reveals and proclaims the glory of the Son.  
Consider these passages:  John 3:14-17; John 12:31-33, and especially, Acts 2:32-33. 
 
 
 
 

c. Jesus is preparing His disciples for His departure.  Although Jesus has referred in 
obscure ways to His “hour,” His “time,” and His being “lifted up,” John 13:33 is the 
first time that Jesus has explicitly revealed to His disciples that He will be leaving 
them.  They were understandably dismayed.  In what way does He address His 
disciples as He gives them this unwelcome news?  (John 13:33a) 
 

d. Jesus is facing an excruciating death, yet His concern is for the welfare of His 
disciples.  What new commandment does Jesus give them?  (John 13:34-35) 
 
 

e. For deeper thought:  How does Jesus’ command differ from and intensify the Old 
Testament command in Leviticus 19:18 for God’s people to “love your neighbor as 
yourself” (Look carefully at John 13:34-35) 
 
 
 

In the first twelve chapters of John, the focus of Jesus’ teaching has been on proclaiming 
who He is and the life He has come to bring.  Now, in chapters 13-17, Jesus focuses on His 
disciples, and the emphasis of these chapters is Jesus’ steadfast love for His followers and 
how He will equip them to carry on the mission of proclaiming the gospel. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

f. Jesus informs His disciples that He will be departing, but Peter does not 
understand that Jesus is speaking of His death. What is admirable and appealing 
about Peter’s response in John 13:36-37? 
 
 

g. How would you describe Jesus’ response to Peter in John 13:38?  How is Jesus’ love 
and grace evident in His interaction with Peter?   
 
 

h. For personal prayer:  We love our children wholeheartedly with a love they cannot 
fathom.  As you observe Jesus’ love for Peter—who will soon deny Him—consider 
that Jesus loves you as well—fully and perfectly.   Jesus’ love is never turned aside, 
no matter how much we may disappoint Him.  Come before Him today with a 
heart of worship.  After spending some time in worshipful prayer, write down any 
thoughts you wish to share with your group.   

 
 
  

Jesus’ love is our foundation, 
our example, and our  

source of life for eternity 

Jesus doesn’t love you because you’re perfect; Jesus loves you because He’s perfect 
Jesus doesn’t love you because you’re great; Jesus loves you because He’s great 

Jesus’ love is not a function of your holiness; it’s a function of His holiness 
        --Timothy Keller, 2016 

About a century later, the theologian Tertullian reported that the pagans 
of his day marveled at the love of the Christian fellowship, especially as it 
faced persecution: “See how they love one another!  …how are they ready 
even to die for one another!”                                    (Apology 39.7) 



 
 

Additional notes 


