
 
 

Week 14 – John chapter 14           Jesus Begins His Final Teaching  
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Read John 14:1-7                          Jesus is the way to the Father 
  

a. In the first verse of chapter 14, Jesus gives His 
disciples a seemingly impossible command, 
and then immediately gives the means by 
which this command may be accomplished.   

i. What is Jesus’ command to His 
disciples?  (John 14:1a) 
 

ii. What must the disciples do in order 
to have and maintain an untroubled 
heart?  (John 14:1b) 
 
 

b. For personal reflection:  This straightforward teaching is foundational for us.  We 
all will face unexpected losses, deep disappointments, and, eventually, death.  
Jesus teaches that the only way we may face life without fear is by believing in 
Christ.  Faith is the antidote to fear.  How has your faith brought you comfort and 
strength during times of suffering in your life? 
 
 
 

c. Jesus teaches His disciples about the significance of the events that will soon take 
place.  Where is Jesus going, and what does His death make possible for the 
disciples and for us?  (John 14:2) 
 

On the night before Jesus died, He gave His last instructions to His beloved disciples.  
These were His final hours with them—His last opportunity to warn them of what was to 
come and to equip them to carry on His mission. It was a time of affection and intimacy 
between Jesus and His disciples.  Jesus was preparing them for the dark road ahead.   

Over the next 24 hours, Jesus will 
be betrayed, flogged, crucified, 
forsaken—and He will yield His 
body to death.  The suffering He 
will endure is unparalleled in 
human history.  The disciples are 
not yet equipped to understand 
God’s glorious purpose in the 
events to come. 



 
 
 

d. In older English translations of the Bible, you may see John 14:2 written as “in My 
Father’s house are many mansions…” which may give rise to speculation about the 
spectacular stately homes we may occupy in God’s Kingdom.  This is unfortunate.  
The word simply means a place to stay—a dwelling place.  The emphasis in the 
promise is not on the grandness of the accommodations, but on the One with 
whom we will dwell. Where will we go, and with whom will we dwell? (John 14:2-3) 
 
 

e. For personal reflection: Read 1 Thessalonians 4:15-18 and Revelation 21:3.  These 
passages speak of the eternal destiny of all believers.  How does this glimpse of the 
future give you confidence in the goodness of God? 
 
 
 

f. For personal reflection:  Jesus assures His followers that salvation is far more than 
escape from judgment; salvation is a place at the table in the family of God.  Jesus’ 
death and resurrection provide the way for us to live with Him forever.  How does 
that reality soothe the worries of your life today?   
 
 

g. The disciples are distressed.  They don’t understand what Jesus means when He 
says He is going to the Father.  They assume that whatever way Jesus travels to 
return to the Father is the way they also must go in order to join Him.  How does 
Jesus explain the way that they (and we) may come to the Father?  (John 14:6) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Humanity has been corrupted by sin.  Mankind has no way of coming to God 
unless Jesus makes the way by dying to pay the penalty for sin.  Unless Jesus 
dies, we cannot live.  Jesus’ death opens the way for followers of Christ to live in 
the presence of God the Father for all eternity.   



 
 
 

2. Read John 14:8-14                     Jesus is the way to a life that glorifies God 

a. Although the disciples have committed their lives to following Jesus, they do not 
yet grasp that in Jesus, God the Father has made Himself known. When Philip 
asks to see the Father, what does Jesus reveal about Himself to Philip? (John 14:9-10) 
 

b. How does Jesus describe His relationship with God the Father?  (John 14:11) 
 
   

c. All of Jesus’ earthly life has been for the purpose of bringing glory to the Father.  
When Jesus departs and returns to the Father through His death and resurrection,  
how will His mission of bringing glory to God be continued on earth?  (John 14:12)   
 
 
 

d. After Jesus leaves and returns to the Father, how will He then be engaged with His 
followers who carry on His mission?    (John 14:13-14) 
 
 

e. What sorts of prayer requests does Jesus grant?  (John 14:13)  What sorts of prayer 
requests does He not grant?  (See James 4:3) 
 
 

f. For personal reflection:  Jesus has equipped His followers to continue the work He 
has done. Do you see yourself as strategically placed to bring glory to God?  Can 
you think of people in your life who may come to know Jesus through your 
influence?  What might you do, in your area of influence, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son? 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

3. Read John 14:15-26  Jesus is the way to enjoy the Presence of God 

a. The disciples are in anguish over the prospect of Jesus’ departure because they love 
Him deeply.  How does Jesus challenge them to demonstrate their love for Him?  
(John 14:15)   
 

b. What glorious gift will Jesus give to those who trust in Him?  (John 14:16-17) 
 

c. List several things that you learn about the Holy Spirit from John 14:16-17. 
 
 
 

d. If our hearts have been supernaturally changed by the work of Christ and the 
presence of the Holy Spirit, how should that spiritual reality be reflected in our 
lives? (John 14:21)  See also the first epistle of John:  (1 John 2:3-4 and 1 John 5:3) 
 
 
 
 

e. What double blessing will be received by those who love Jesus?  (John 14:23) 
 
 

f. Throughout the Gospel of John, the disciples have repeatedly failed to understand 
Jesus.  They have never comprehended His glory or His mission.  How will the 
Holy Spirit enable them to accomplish the work they will be sent to do—the work 
of writing the Scriptures, of proclaiming the gospel, and proving the power of God?  
(John 14:25-26) 
 
 

g. How may we also come to know the truth revealed to the disciples?  (2 Timothy 3:16) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

4. Read John 14:27-31                                         Jesus is the way to peace with God 

a. The disciples are anxious and fearful on this final night. They can’t imagine what 
their lives are supposed to look like if Jesus leaves them…and He is going to leave 
them.  What additional supernatural benefit will the Holy Spirit bring that will 
serve to calm their hearts?  (John 14:27).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. By what practical means may we connect with the peace God provides? (See 
Philippians 4:6-7) 
 
 

c. For personal reflection:  How does Jesus’ death and resurrection provide the basis 
for an undergirding peace in our lives, even when we face difficult circumstances?   
 
 

d. For personal reflection:  Let’s not miss the opportunity to avail ourselves of the 
privilege of drawing near to our Father in heaven.  Jot down any circumstances you 
are currently facing that you need to take to God in prayer.   
 
 

  

At the cross, a cosmic battle will soon begin.  The peace Jesus gives comes 
through His defeat of sin, death, and the devil.  At the cross, Jesus 
purchased peace with God for those who believe in Him.  And now, in this 
new age of the Spirit, we also have access to God’s peace even in the face of 
the chaos of this world.  

 

Jesus is the Way to God; 
Jesus is the Truth of God;  

Jesus brings the Life that truly satisfies. 



 
 

Additional notes 
 


